The Foundation for Environmental Conservation: Auspices, Objectives, and Needs by Polunin, Nicholas
NOTES, NEWS & COMMENTS
The Foundation for Environmental Conservation: Auspices, Objectives, and Needs
The Foundation (FEC), which had started operating
unofficially some years earlier, was finally established
legally in 1975 at Grand-Saconnex, Geneva, Switzerland,
as non-profit and tax-exempt by authority of the Council of
State of the Republic and Canton of Geneva and perpe-
tually under Swiss Federal Government surveillance by the
Department of the Interior, Berne. Its viewpoint and em-
phasis are fully global and its activities as widely interna-
tional as possible. Its headquarters and Secretariat are at 7
Chemin Taverney, 1218 Grand-Saconnex, Geneva, Swit-
zerland (telephones [022] 98 23 83 & 98 23 84).
FOUNDERS AND GOVERNING BOARD
The Founders were the International Union for Conser-
vation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), the
World Wildlife Fund (now renamed World Wide Fund for
Nature) International (WWF), both currently situated at
Gland, Switzerland, and Professor Dr Nicholas Polunin, of
the above address. The Governing Board of the Founda-
tion consists of the last-named for life and a representative
each of IUCN and WWF, with powers to co-opt a very
limited number of other members for periods of three years
at a time (renewable for similar periods).
OBJECTIVES (UPDATED)
A. To undertake, in cooperation with appropriate indi-
viduals, organizations, and other groups, all possible
activities to further the ends indicated in its title, and
specifically:
B. To own and promote pertinent publications, in particu-
lar the international Journal Environmental Conserva-
tion, and to derive therefrom revenues to be used espe-
cially towards coverage of publication costs—in mind
are certain other journals, possible supplements to the
present one, and, ultimately, much-needed works of
reference. The Foundation-sponsored, open-ended
series of Environmental Monographs & Symposia
started publication in 1981, and a complementary ser-
ies of snorter 'readers', entitled Cambridge Studies in
Environmental Policy, will soon be coming into pro-
duction : the latter at least will be paying a royalty to the
Foundation;
C. To foster pertinent conferences, in particular the Inter-
national Conferences on Environmental Future
(ICEFs), and to sponsor the Baer-Huxley Memorial
Lectures;
D. To organize specialist 'Workshops' etc. to deliberate
and pronounce freely on urgent aspects of environmen-
tal despoliation or other causes for grave concern, e.g.
the widespread die-back of trees and more general
devegetation;
E. To encourage, and where possible promote, studies on
environmental change, including ecobiome or ecosys-
tem development and maintenance;
F. To institute through appropriate auspices, and there-
after continue to sponsor and promote, the World
Campaign for The Biosphere, 1982-, whose functions
are henceforth to be fostered primarily by the World
Council For The Biosphere (see 6 below) and the affil-
iated International Society For Environmental Educa-
tion; and
G. to accept and administer (under Swiss Federal surveil-
lance by the Department of the Interior, Berne, and the
authority of the Council of State of the Republic and
Canton of Geneva, tax-exempt funds for the above
purposes, including creation and bestowal of suitable
awards for environmental achievement and allied en-
terprise.
ADOPTED PROJECTS, ETC.
1. Environmental Conservation
The Foundation having reassumed financial responsibil-
ity for the printing and production of the Foundation's
Journal, and help from the United Nations Environment
Programme and other sources having covered incidental
needs of the Journal through 1987, funds are continuingly
required for its support in such ways as subventions for
extra pages published beyond the standard 88 of text per
issue and to pay for illustrations, proof corrections, 'free'
offprints, and other incidental expenses which hitherto
were largely contributed with his services by the President
in his capacity as Editor but which mounting costs and
taxes are making it increasingly difficult for him to support
unaided. In addition, funds are desirable (1) to cover more
editorial and incidental expenses, and (2) to increase the
value of a prize or prizes for the best paper or papers pub-
lished each year in Environmental Conservation or other-
wise through the Foundation.
The cumulative 'Index of Titles and Authors' in Envi-
ronmental Conservation, 1974-86, comprising 159 pages in
the format of the Journal, is now available from the Foun-
dation's Secretariat (address below) at the price of US $30
or Sw.Frs 45 (postage included) while stocks last. It is
hoped to follow it with updating supplements at 2-yearly
intervals.
2. Office and Allied Expenses
With ever-mounting costs and taxes (though the Foun-
dation itself is non-profit and tax-exempt), and problems
inter alia of currency exchange, it is becoming increasingly
difficult to maintain the Secretariat privately, despite assis-
tance from the Journal's Publisher and intermittent help
from United Nations and other sources. Consequently
funds are needed to help defray essential office etc. ex-
penses—including those of two telephones and heavy pos-
tage, subscriptions, purchases of reference works and other
equipment, extra pages of the Journal, useful reprinting
and entertaining, and necessary travel when sanctioned by
the Board. In addition, some financing is now desired for
payment of further casual assistance, attendance at confer-
ences and meetings, and reimbursement of services etc.
paid for in maintaining and supplying the Secretariat.
3. International Conferences on Environmental Future
Whereas the President's family hopes to continue to
refrain from reclaiming the amount still owing to him per-
sonally in respect particularly of the 2nd ICEF (actually
from the proceeds of the ad hoc sale of his Arctic library to
the Government of Canada) and the 3rd ICEF etc. as indi-
cated in the yearly accounts, substantial sums will be
needed to carry out any further ICEFs, though it is expected
that the bulk of necessary financing will in general be
contributed by or through the suitable host countries. The
first ICEF in 1971 cost approximately $44,000 (apart from
relieving gifts and the generosity of the host Government of
Finland) and the 2nd ICEF c. $65,000 (including prepara-
tion and publication of the Proceedings in adequate detail,
but apart from the help of the host Government of Iceland
and various Icelandic services). The much smaller 3rd cost
c. £20,000.
The 3rd ICEF took place in September 1987 in Edin-
burgh, Scotland. It was limited to 75 invited participants
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and lasted the equivalent of only two days, being organized
as a lead-in to a 4th ICEF, which should be much larger and
longer and held, if possible, in 1989 on the general theme of
Threats to The Biosphere and Imperative Countermeas-
ures; it is likely to cost at least four times as much as the 2nd
ICEF in view of ever-rising prices and the need nowadays
to pay the expenses of an increasing proportion of partici-
pants, and so the 'ideal' budget has been divided into six
units of $50,000 each, which are accordingly being
sought—for accommodation, fares, administration, pub-
licity and publication, honoraria to authors etc., and inci-
dentals. These last include the Baer-Huxley Memorial Lec-
ture and propitious workshops.
4. Other Journals and Series of Books
(a) Means are desired to encourage and help further
needed journals through sponsorships, memberships, or
grants, an example being Environmental Awareness, the
organ of the Indian Society of Naturalists (INSONA), of
which the President and his Wife are Patrons. Other
instances include The Biosphere and the Bulletin of the
Asian Society for Environmental Protection, of which the
President is a Life Member.
(b) Environmental Monographs & Symposia: Means are
desired to support special cases with a leading international
Publisher, and to help (c) the complementary Cambridge
Studies in Environmental Policy series (likewise sponsored
by the Foundation), consisting of highly authoritative
'readers' for environmental policymakers, politicians, and
the enlightened public.
5. World Education Concerning The Biosphere
With the object of promoting world-wide knowledge of
The Biosphere and appreciation of how humans are an
integral part of it and utterly dependent on it, and yet are
threatening it with their ever-increasing numbers and pres-
sures on its finite resources, there were proposed in Envi-
ronmental Conservation successively an 'International
Year of the Biosphere' that was soon extended to 'The
World Decade of The Biosphere, 1982-92' but then rede-
signated and subsequently declared as 'The World Cam-
paign for The Biosphere, 1982-', which the Foundation
initiated and continues to sponsor but which, as of early
October 1983, was taken over by the joint World Council
For The Biosphere-International Society For Environ-
mental Education—the former of which was founded pri-
marily to foster the World Campaign for The Biosphere,
while the latter became most closely associated with the
North American Association for Environmental Educa-
tion (NAEE), of which the President is a Life Member. The
former joint body was commonly referred to by its acro-
nym of WCB-ISEE and had a Joint Coordinating Commit-
tee (JCC); but after three years of trial this last was aban-
doned 'in the interests of simplicity for direct action' and
WCB and ISEE effectively separated, though with the
advising of ISEE a major responsibility of WCB, which has
now come more fully under the aegis of the Foundation, as
was advised by the Foundation's governmental supervi-
sors. WCB has latterly been strengthened with the election
of a full complement of 21 Councillors, the agreed adoption
of a binding Constitution, and the appointment of Sir John
Burnett as Executive Secretary.
6. The World Council For The Biosphere
The origins of this body, henceforth to function as an
important project of the Foundation, are explained in the
last paragraph above, its main purpose being 'to safeguard
the continuing integrity of The Biosphere by serving as a
select international forum for the analysis and appraisal of
existing and foreseeable relationships between human
population and economic development on one hand and,
on the other, the totality of living and life-support systems
of our planet which collectively constitute The Biosphere.'
For subsidization of the general running and meetings of
WCB, reimbursement of costs especially of its Executive
Secretary, travel by its appointed officers and sanctioned
maximum of 17 other Councillors or their nominees, and
satisfaction of various concomitant needs, an endowment
of one million US dollars or Swiss francs is needed urgently
and being sought, as agreed by the Governing Board of the
Foundation and approved in principle by both of the gov-
ernmental supervisors.
7. Research and Writing Projects
(a) Various worthy research projects have been encou-
raged, with due publication of their results, but a budgetary
item to help future ones financially would be welcomed. As
a specific item it is thought that a project on Nature in
Concrete Jungles could be promoted with little special
financing, at least in its early stages.
(b) Among writing and editing projects, in addition to the
President's recent Ecosystem Theory and Application in the
Environmental Monographs & Symposia series, may be
cited the need of a new edition of his Introduction to Plant
Geography and Some Related Sciences which, though pub-
lished in 1960 and now badly outdated, is still being widely
used and even translated (currently into Indonesian). The
new edition should include additional sections on pollu-
tion effects and ecology, plant conservation, introductions
and their effects, competition, continental drift, and the
role of plants in environmental conservation—for all of
which, and widespread updating, specialist collaboration
will be needed.
8. Other Desiderata
(a) Feasibility study of a proposed top-level World Acad-
emy of Environmentalists (now that the educational etc.
aspects are being furthered especially by the international
bodies mentioned in No. 5 above and by more and more
national and regional ones).
(b) Compilation if practicable of a World Who's Who in
Environment and Conservation which should go hand-in-
hand with (a).
(c) Practical proposal of a World Wilderness Alliance.
(d) Investigation of the practicability of establishing an
international environmental centre and/or 'conservation
campus'—such as was discussed at the 12th AGM of the
Foundation and for which an ad hoc feasibility study also
seems urgent.
(e) Endowment of the Baer-Huxley Memorial Lectures
on topics of contemporary environmental concern, nor-
mally given in connection with International Conferences
on Environmental Future (see 3 above).
(f) Endowment of a prize or prizes for the best paper or
papers published each year in Environmental Conservation
or a book sponsored by the Foundation, and ultimately of a
major award or awards for environmental achievement
and enterprise. Based on the findings of a small secret
Awards Committee, the first 'best paper' prizes were
awarded early in 1987 and had to be modest as coming
substantially from the Foundation's savings from only giv-
ing out free offprints when requested on the green ordering
forms accompanying proofs.
(g) Encouragement of a Canadian initiative for 'The
Arctic as a Regional Sea'.
(h) Funds to convene working groups of leading special-
ists to pronounce quite freely on major environmental
threats and advise WCB (see 5 and 6 above) concomitantly.
An endowment of US $8 millions or Sw.Frs 10 millions
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would suffice for this and meanwhile satisfy some of the
above needs from income.
(i) Sponsorship without financial commitment of appro-
priate conferences such as the projected series of Interna-
tional Conferences on Waste Minimization and Clean
Technology.
Further projects are under consideration, including ur-
gent research proposals, a major World Heritage Series of
volumes, establishment of a biennial award for demon-
strated environmental concern and concomitant action by
a multinational corporation, and fostering the establish-
ment of associated foundations etc. in other parts of the
world. With the demise of the Pahlavi Prize, the modest
value by modern standards of its successor the Interna-
tional Sasakawa Environment Prize, and the opening of the
Tyler Prize to wider concerns, a major award for environ-
mental leadership is an urgent need—if possible on a par
with the Nobel Peace Prize (for which, incidentally, the
nomination of leading environmentalists seems particu-
larly desirable).
OPERATION AND NEEDS
With the running costs already largely accounted for, and
in the absence of any institutional overheads and taxes
other than those that continue to be paid privately, the
Foundation constitutes what has been called a uniquely
economic vehicle for support of the environmental/conser-
vational movement—whether generally or through specific
projects which can be put in train as soon as or soon after
funds become available. Contributions are warmly wel-
comed and individually acknowledged, and can be re-
ceived in any negotiable currency by cheque made out to
the Foundation for Environmental Conservation, c/o Ban-
que Populaire Suisse, 1 Quai des Bergues, 1211 Geneva,
Switzerland, or sent to the Foundation's address ending
this notice. [Plans for recognizing special services or sub-
stantial donations to the Foundation by the award of an
engraved certificate designed by a renowned draughtsman
have been shelved with the death of the draughtsman and
in view of the urgent need of all available funds for more
pressing purposes, though donors are requested to identify
themselves clearly unless anonimity is desired.]
NICHOLAS POLUNIN, President
The Foundation for Environmental Conservation
(updated version following its 13th Annual General
Meeting, held on 8 April 1988).
Address: 7 Chemin Taverney
1218 Grand-Saconnex
Geneva, Switzerland.
Repetition of Summer School for Multidisciplinary Assessment of Environmental Risks
for Human Health
The 1987 event at the University of Siena, Italy, an-
nounced on p. 180 of the Summer issue of last year's Envi-
ronmental Conservation, proved so successful that it is
being repeated from the 17th to 30th of October this
year.
Food, lodging, and travelling expenses, will be provided
for 15 Italian students, and food, lodging, and part of their
travelling expenses, for 15 foreign students. For direct
acceptance for the course, a degree in Medicine or Biology
from a recognized University is required, though holders of
degrees in related fields may also be considered.
The official language of the Summer School will be
English, and the expected deadline for applications will be
30 July 1988. For further information please contact the
undersigned (telephone 0577-288428):
ARISTEO RENZONI, Professor & Chairman
Dipartimento di Biologia Ambientale
Via delle Cerchia 3
53100 Siena, Italy.
Risk Management and Rapid Urban Growth
From 9-20 May* 1988, in Maastricht, the Netherlands, a
two-weeks' course is on offer dealing with urban risk man-
agement. The course, designed for people of various occu-
pations ranging from urban planners to industrial-plant
managers, will provide a unique opportunity for partici-
pants to interact with others who share similar concerns
but have varied backgrounds and fields of knowledge
regarding and relating to urban risk management.
The course also provides unique opportunities for
'hands on' computer simulation work as well as several
visits to sites in areas where environmental and urban
planning coexists with industrial and urban expansion—
e.g. the Environmental Control Room in the industrial
heart of the Rotterdam harbour area, an oil refinery, and a
chemical plant.
An international group of lecturers has been assembled
for the course: from France, Canada (Professors Burton
and White, of the Institute of Environmental Studies, Uni-
versity of Toronto), Germany (Professor Hafele, Director-
Ed.
c
 Postponed indefinitely as this issue goes for final printing.—
General of the Julich Nuclear Research Centre), various
Dutch industrial corporations (representatives of Shell
Petroleum Ltd, Dutch State Mines, and Gist-Brocades),
and the Dutch Ministry for Housing, Physical Planning,
and the Environment. By the end of the course the parti-
cipants will have gained an understanding of the range of
some of the new methods and approaches available, and
knowledge of what questions to ask and which specialists
may be needed in particular risk situations.
For further information and registration forms, please
contact: Jacqueline Reason at IFIAS-Maastricht, Witma-
kersstraat 10, 6211 JB Maastricht, The Netherlands.
Tel. 03143 250 465, telex. 56493 ecdpm nl, telefax.
03143 253636.
ALEXANDER BURTON, Admin. Assistant
International Federation of Institutes
for Advanced Study (IFIAS)
Project Development Office
Witmakersstraat 10
6211 JB Maastricht
The Netherlands.
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